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GCENERAL
CONTEXT

Turkey faces significant environmental challenges, with

rising air and water pollution driven by urbanization and
industrial growth, compounded by the impacts of climate
change, which include extreme weather events, droughts,

and increasing pressure on natural resources.



IThat is Pollution?

Pollution is when the air, water, or land becomes
dirty or contaminated. This happens when
harmful substances are introduced into the

environment, causing damage to living things and
their surroundings.
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Types of Pollution




Rir Pollution

Air pollution in Turkey is a serious issue, particularly in cities like Istanbul and

Ankara, caused mainly by vehicle emissions, industrial activities, and coal use
for heating. This pollution leads to respiratory and cardiovascular illnesses,
contributing to **29,000 premature deaths** annually. Despite efforts to
monitor and control air quality, pollution remains a significant health and
environmental challenge, particularly during winter when coal use increases for

heating.



iater Pollution

Water pollution in Turkey is a growing
problem, with 60% of rivers and lakes
affected by untreated wastewater, industrial
chemicals, and agricultural runoff. The 2021
mucilage outbreak in the *Sea of Marmara*
highlighted the severity of the issue, making
It clear that urgent action is needed to
protect water resources.




CAUSES AND INIPACTS OF
THE POLLUTION

Air and water pollution in Turkey are mainly caused by industrial emissions,
vehicle exhaust, and poor waste management, while climate change is driven
by heavy reliance on fossil fuels and deforestation. These problems lead to
health issues, water shortages, and unpredictable weather, which disrupt daily
life. To tackle these challenges, Turkey can focus on clean energy, improve
public transportation, enforce stricter environmental regulations, and launch
reforestation projects. By taking these steps, a healthier and more sustainable
environment can be achieved for everyone.
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2 SOLUTIONS

To solve pollution and climate issues, Turkey
can invest in clean energy like solar and wind,
and encourage people to use public transport
and bikes to cut down car emissions. Stricter
environmental laws can help control factory
pollution, while planting more trees can
absorb CO; and freshen the air. Finally,
educating everyone about saving water,
reducing waste, and using eco-friendly
products can make a big difference for a
healthier, greener future! ¥ @
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SOLUTIONS
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Use Clean Energy

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Plant Trees

Using clean energy sources,
like solar power and wind
power, can help reduce air
pollution.

We can reduce pollution by
using less plastic and
throwing away less trash.

Trees help clean the air. By
planting more trees, we can
make our environment healthier.




Zero Waste Project:

» H PAPER AND CARDBOARD GLASS
Turkey’s role in waste cycle

The zero waste project, which emerged as a waste management
philosophy, envisages the most efficient use of resources by preventing
waste or minimizing the amount of waste when it is generated

(As of May 2019)

18.750

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

As of May 2019, 18,750 public institutions
in Turkey had begun to be included in the
zero waste project

The recycling rate is 46% in the European
Union countries compared with 13% in
Turkey

WHAT IS THE PROJECT’S
CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMY?

(As of October 2017)
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SOLUTIONS

"Zero Waste Project” (Sifir Atk Projesi) in Turkey is a national
initiative aimed at reducing waste and promoting recycling. It
encourages people and organizations to separate their waste, reuse
materials, and minimize what they throw away. The project, started
by the government, aims to protect the environment, conserve
resources, and create a cleaner, greener future for everyone. It's

all about changing habits for a more sustainable lifestylel 3
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SOLUTIONS

The *Zero Carbon Project Turkey 2053* aims to achieve net-zero
carbon emissions in Turkey by 2033 as part of its climate change
mitigation efforts. The project focuses on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions through the use of renewable energy, enhancing energy
efficiency, promoting sustainable agriculture, and supporting green
innovation. It also involves policy and regulatory reforms to
facilitate the transition to a low-carbon economy, aligning Turkey
with global climate commitments and ensuring long-term

environmental sustainability.
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#Temzzken@uze\ o

WWW.TEMIZKENGUZEL.COM

Cif - Denizlerimiz #TemizkenGuzel (youtube.com)




PERSONAL VIEWUS

In Turkey, air and water pollution and climate change are urgent issues that demand our
attention. The decline in air quality, particularly in cities, poses serious health risks, and the
slow transition to renewable energy is concerning. I believe that to create a culture of
sustainability, we need stronger regulations on emissions and a collective push for cleaner
transportation. Water pollution, driven by agricultural runoff and plastic waste, also requires
urgent action. If everyone commits to reducing waste and conserving resources, we can make
a significant impact. Ultimately, addressing these environmental challenges is not just our

responsibility; it’s an opportunity for a healthier and more sustainable future for all.



