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General contextGeneral context

Plastic Waste
A study conducted in 2020 found that 90% of the floating waste in the Aegean and Ionian

Seas was plastic, with common items being plastic bags and bottles. 

Oil Spills
Oil spills, although not frequent, remain a concern due to Greece's large shipping industry.

In 2017, the Agia Zoni II oil spill in the Saronic Gulf polluted coastal areas and affected
marine ecosystems.

Tourism-Related Pollution: 
Tourism increases the strain on water resources. During peak tourist seasons, the influx of

visitors leads to higher waste generation and untreated sewage discharge, especially in
islands like Santorini and Mykonos.
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Problem with the sewage system and lack of effective flood control
 Flooding mixes contaminants with surface waters threatens the quality of drinking water.

This has implications for public health and negatively impacts marine ecosystems, as
pollutants end up in the sea, worsen contamination and undermining biodiversity, as seen

in Volos in September 2023



Current actionsCurrent actions

In Greece, there are several measures and regulations regarding water pollution, mainly
based on European legislation and national strategies. Key measures include:

1. European Water Framework Directive: Greece is obligated to comply with EU directives
concerning water quality, which include the protection of surface and groundwater.

2. Water Management Programs: Regions draft water management programs that
incorporate measures to reduce pollution and protect water resources.

3. Sewage and Wastewater Treatment Systems: Regulations exist for the establishment
and operation of sewage systems and wastewater treatment plants to limit pollution from

urban and industrial waste.

4. Industrial Emission Control: Industries are required to adhere to strict regulations
regarding waste discharge and water pollution.

5. Education and Awareness: There are educational programs aimed at raising public
awareness about the importance of water protection and pollution reduction.

Despite these measures, implementation often faces challenges, such as a lack of
resources and infrastructure.
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Improved Water Quality: Enhanced safety for consumption and recreation.

Public Health Benefits: Reduced incidence of waterborne diseases.

Economic Growth: Boost in tourism and fishing industries.

Ecosystem Protection: Preservation of aquatic biodiversity.

Increased Awareness: Stronger community engagement in sustainability.

Investment in Green Technologies: Innovations in water management.

Climate Resilience: Better preparedness for extreme weather events and

water scarcity.

“Greek government announces €5.9 billion plan to address water crisis”
https://eclass.duth.gr/

https://www.renewablematter.eu/en/Greek-government-announces-5-billion-plan-to-address-water-crisis
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Throughout the years, more and more people move to larger cities, causing
new environmental problems, and that leads us to the need to adapt to the

situations  by creating more efficient laws.
So, it is needed to prioritise including new technologies in the attempt to prevent

water pollution and other environmental issues.

Since different environmental problems are appearing these days, we should
be open-minded and ready to adapt to the new reality.


